Notes on: “Abortion”
1. Roe v. Wade: The right to terminate a pregnancy is a matter of personal decision and is a privacy issue protected by the Constitution.

2. Some thinking Christians support safe, legalized abortion out of a deep compassion and concern for woman facing an unplanned pregnancy.

3. Some thinking Christians oppose abortion affirming what the Bible says about unborn children:
· God alone has authority to end life.

Whoever sheds the blood of a human, by a human shall that person’s blood be shed; for in his own image God made humankind.   (Genesis 9:6)
· The unborn are considered babies.

“When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.”  (Luke 1:41)
“This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.”  (Luke 2:12)
· God creates and knows the unborn.

“O yes, you shaped me first inside, then out, you formed me in my mother’s womb.  I thank you, High God—you’re breathtaking!  Body and soul, I am marvelously made!  I worship in adoration—what a creation!  You know me inside and out, you know every bone in my body; You know exactly how I was made, bit by bit, how I was sculpted from nothing into something.  Like an open book, you watched me grow from conception to birth; all the stages of my life were spread out before you, the days of my life all prepared before I’d even lived one day.  (Psalm 139:13-16, The Message)

· God has a plan for the unborn.

“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you; I have appointed you a prophet to the nations.”

(Jeremiah 1:5)

“But God had special plans for me and set me apart for his work even before I

 was born.”  (Galatians 1:15)

· Our bodies are not our own; they are gifts from God.

“Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God, and that you are not your own?  For you were bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body.”

(I Corinthians 6:19-20)

4. The United Methodist Church has taken a strong position on abortion.
The beginning of life and the ending of life are the God-given boundaries of human existence…In continuity with past Christian teaching, we recognize tragic conflicts of life with life that may justify abortion, and in such cases we support the legal option of abortion under proper medical procedures.  We cannot affirm abortion as an acceptable means of birth control and we unconditionally reject it as a means of gender selection.

(Social Principles of the United Methodist Church, 2005-2008).
5. What Can We Do to Affirm Life?
· Teach our children and youth about God’s view of life and God’s view of sex.

· Support those working with adoption and foster care.

· Pray.

· Offer grace and healing.  (Luke 7:36-39)

