Notes on “Euthanasia”

Understanding Euthanasia

· “Euthanasia” literally means “good death.”  Also known as “mercy killing” or “assisted suicide,” it is the taking of another’s life, either at this person’s request or without this person’s consent, in order to alleviate his or her suffering. 

· Withholding extraordinary life support from a dying patient is not euthanasia.

· A patient’s refusal to receive medical care for an illness is not euthanasia.

We urge that all persons discuss with their families, their physicians and their
 pastoral counselors, their wishes for care at the end of life and provide advance directives for such care when they are not able to make these decisions for themselves.  (Social Principles of the United Methodist Church, 2005-2008)
· Supporters believe that euthanasia is the most humane thing we can do for someone experiencing long and painful suffering or living in a vegetative state for years.

A Christian Response to Euthanasia

· As Christians we are called to offer compassion and love for the sick.

“I was sick and you took care of me.” (Matthew 25:36)
· God alone has the authority to end life.
“Your eyes beheld my unformed substance.  In your book were written all the days that were formed for me, when none of them as yet existed.”

(Psalm 139:16) 

· Our lives are a gift from God.
“Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God, and that you are not your own?  For you were bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body.”

(I Corinthians 6:19-20)

· God is able to use suffering for our good and for the good of others.

“But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come from us.”
(2 Corinthians 4:7)
· Christians face suffering believing that in God’s good time we will be called home. 

“So we do not lose heart.  Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being renewed day by day.  For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal weight of glory beyond all measure.”

(2 Corinthians 4:16-17)

