Notes on: “What Is God’s Will Concerning Homosexuality?”

The United Methodist Position on Homosexuality

1. No homosexual unions shall be performed in our churches.  (Para. 341.6)
2. No church funds shall be given to organizations that promote the acceptance of homosexuality. (Para. 806.9)
3. Self-avowed, practicing homosexuals may not be ordained.  (Para. 304.3)
4. We are committed to supporting civil liberties and human rights of homosexuals.  (Para. 162 H)
5. All persons, including homosexuals, are individuals of sacred worth.  We are committed to ministry for and with homosexuals. (Para. 161 G)
Some Want to Change Our Denomination’s Stance on Homosexuality:
1. Homosexuality is not a choice.
2. Jesus never mentions homosexuality in his teachings, and are convinced that Jesus would not reject them.
3. Some homosexual persons have the gifts, the calling, and faith to be pastors.
4. Biblical texts that refer to homosexuality should be interpreted in light of new cultural and scientific understandings.
Homosexual Practice is said to be Incompatible with Christian Teaching:

1. The Bible explicitly teaches against homosexuality.
· “You shall not lie with a male as with a woman; it is an abomination.” (Leviticus 18:22)
· “Do you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the kingdom of God?  Do not be deceived!  Fornicators, idolaters, adulterers, male prostitutes, sodomites, thieves, the greedy, drunkards, revilers, robbers—none of these will inherit the kingdom of God.  And this is what some of you used to be.  But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God.  (I Corinthians 6:9-11, see also I Timothy 1:9-11)
· “For this reason God gave them up to degrading passions.  Their women exchanged natural intercourse for unnatural, and in the same way also the men, giving up natural intercourse with women were consumed with passion for one another.  Men committed shameful acts with men and received in their own persons the due penalty for their error.”  (Romans 1:26-27)

2. God’s will is found in how our bodies are designed.
3. All are born broken; we all struggle with our human condition.

All of us are called:
1. To uphold Christian teaching on sexuality.

2. To be a community of love, following the biblical mandate to “bear one another’s burdens” and to “love our neighbors as ourselves.”
3. To commit our lives to Christ and to long to be what he wants us to be and to do what he wants us to do.





