Notes on “The Death Penalty”

Why are we talking about the death penalty in church?

· The number of executions in the U.S. is increasing.
· Christians are called to help our society to think through the though issues of our time.
· Christians rely on Scripture, tradition, experience, and reason
to discern the will of God.

The Death Penalty in the Old Testament:
· Whoever sheds the blood of a human, by a human shall that person’s blood be shed; for in his own image God made humankind. 
(Genesis 9:6)

· …the murderer shall be put to death.  (Numbers 35:16-21)
· Life is sacred; only God can rightfully take life.
The Case for the Death Penalty:

· Retribution
· Deterrence
· Community Safety
· Healing for Families of Victims
· Economics
The Case against the Death Penalty:

· It is a morally questionable act.
· It is not an effective deterrent against crime.
· Innocent people have been wrongly executed.
· The death of a murderer does not really bring resolution.
· The death penalty costs society more than a life sentence.
· The death penalty is not applied equally.
· Jurors in death penalty cases suffer consequences.
The New Testament and the Death Penalty
· Jesus teaches us to think differently about our relationships.
“You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ But I say to you, Do not resist an evildoer.  But if anyone strikes you on the right cheek; turn the other also…” (Matthew 5:38-39)

· Jesus showed mercy to those condemned to death.
“Let anyone among you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.”  (John 8:7)

“Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”  (Luke 23:43)

· Mercy is the central focus of the New Testament.

For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  (Romans 6:23)

· Paul experienced God’s mercy and commends us to do the same.

“The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the foremost.”

(I Timothy 1:15)

