Notes on “The Separation of Church and State”

1. Christians seek, above all, to know and to do the will of God.

2. Four tools for discerning the will of God.

1. Scripture

2. Tradition

3. Experience

4. Reason

3. Jesus calls us to be transforming agents in our culture.  He calls us to be salt and light. (Matthew 5:13-16).

4. ARTICLE SIX of the Constitution:

No religious test shall ever be required as a qualification to any office or public trust under the United States.

5. THE FIRST AMENDMENT to the Constitution:

Congress shall make no law respecting the establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a redress of grievances.

6. The church needs the state for order, justice, and the protection of basic civil rights.  (Titus 3:1-2).

7. The state needs the church to:

· Shape the values of our culture.

· Think through the tough ethical and moral issues of our time.

· Produce leaders with deep faith, personal integrity, and a sense of God’s calling.

· Take seriously the biblical command to pray for our leaders.

