Notes on: “What’s Wrong with Gambling?”
What is Gambling?

1. a. To bet money on the outcome of a game, contest, or other event.  b. To play a game of chance for money or other stakes.  2.  To take a risk in the hope of gaining an advantage; speculate. 
(The American Heritage Dictionary)

The Case for Gambling:
1. In moderation gambling does no harm.
2. Gambling strengthens the economy.

3. Revenues from gambling benefit others.

4. Biblical characters “cast lots.”  (Leviticus 16:8; Joshua 18:10; Nehemiah 11:1; Acts 1:26).
The lot is cast into the lap, but the decision is the Lord’s alone.

(Proverbs 16:33).

The Case against Gambling:

1. Gambling reflects misplaced loyalty.
No one can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other.  You cannot serve God and wealth.  (Matthew 6:24)

Keep yourselves from the love of money, and be content with what you have; for he has said, “I will never leave you or forsake you.”  (Hebrews 13:5)

2. Gambling expresses a desire to have what belongs to someone else.

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.”  (Exodus 20:17)
3. The consequences of gambling far outweigh the benefits.
For the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to be rich some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pains. (I Timothy 6:10)

Gambling is a menace to society, deadly to the best interests of moral, social, economic, and spiritual life, and destructive of good government.  As an act of faith and concern, Christians should abstain from gambling and should strive to minister to those victimized by the practice.  (The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church, paragraph 163G)
4. Gambling has an adverse impact on the poor.
And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’  (Matthew 25:40)
5. Legalized gambling is poor government.

And every one who hears these words of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish man who built his house upon the sand; and the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell; and great was the fall of it. (Matthew 7:26-27)
Will the church accept proceeds from gambling?


The devil has had the money long enough; let God use it for a while!







Evangelist Billy Sunday

Christians, above all, seek to know and to do the will of God.


For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. (Matthew 6:21)
